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BRIEFS
Grads get unvarnished truth
Alum says profession has been damaged

S

ome 400 Law School graduates
(360 J. D. recipients and 40 LL.M.
and M.C.L. recipients) and their
many relatives and friends who crowded
Hill Auditorium on Sunday May 10, 1992
were given an insightful view of the
profession from John H. Pickering, who
shared lessons learned since graduating
from U-M Law School 52 years ago.

simmering in the embers of the Los
Angeles riots. "As the dust settles over
Los Angeles, the public is calling for
solutions, not scapegoats,'' he said.
"These solutions will not be easy, nor
will they come from efforts to achieve
partisan advantage. They will come from
non-partisan efforts to use the best
thinking of all parts of the political spectrum

Parting advice
from the Dean
Dean Lee C. Bollinger used his
graduation speech to warn the Class of
1992 of "The Perils of Expertise.'' He
told the graduates: "Do not let your
egoistic imagination seduce you into
thinking you're better than you are.'' In
this excerpt, Bollinger offers two suggestions for protecting against that danger.

T

Graduation speaker and alumnus John Pickering, left, and Law School Dean Lee Bollinger

Pickering gave an honest assessment of
where lawyers stand in 1992, saying,
"Damage has been done to the profession.
Many major firms are retrenching, jobs are
scarcer, and lawyer bashing is again a
favorite sport, from the White House to the
comics. Anti-lawyer jokes are legion. ''
One example offered up by Pickering:
"According to the usual reliable sources,
government projections show that by the
year 2020 - if present trends continue there will be more lawyers than people in
the United States.''
With the jokes and the unvarnished
truth about lawyers' reputations,
Pickering also spoke of the problems
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- conservative, liberal and independent and of the diverse elements of our society.''
Pickering said lawyers will have a role
to play in finding those solutions. "In
fact," he said, "this can be the best of
times for lawyers.''
"There is much work to do, if we are
to remedy injustice, rebuild communities,
restore trust, improve race relations and
do the many other things that are needed
to repair and renew our social compact to bridge the huge gap between what we
say and what we do as a nation. Lawyers
are needed for these tasks, for history
teaches that there can be no free and just
society without lawyers.' '

he first is to be a little wild - a
recommendation I'm happy to
make now that you are about to
leave the Law School. I share the view
of the French, at least the French in the
small village in the Caucluse, as described in the famous sociological study
of that name (by Laurence Wylie), that
youth is a time for misbehavior, that
wildness is a necessary step in learning
the value of moderation, that "sins
against social conventions do not appeal
to people who have tasted the sins,'' and,
accordingly, that the adult who has been
too good as a youth is not really to be
trusted, because he or she is not "predictable.' ' (I beg of you, do not repeat this to
my children.) But for this kind of
wildness it is already, I'm afraid, too late
for you. You are too old.
There are still other kinds of wildness
you can experience, however, like that
described by the naturalist Aldo Leopold
in his essay "Thinking Like a Mountain.''
From the mountain's perspective, wolves
are necessary to kill and eat the deer,
which otherwise would overgraze the
mountain. "We all strive for safety,
prosperity, comfort, long life, and
dullness," writes Leopold. But, at least in
this world, some wildness is essential to
maintaining the proper balance for the

mountain as well as for the person.
So, every now and then, make sure
you think an unconventional thought, or
sit atop a mountain and feel insignificant.
My principal suggestion, however, is
that you do something you're not very
good at. If the problem, as I think it is, of
being an expert is that you are forever
afraid of being a novice, reluctant to try
anything new, then it is very important
that you be a novice at something. But
there are two critical qualifications here.
First, to have the proper corrective effect
on your personality, you must choose
something you really have no chance of
being very good at. And, second, you
mustn't tell anyone, because it will be all
too attractive for you to use this activity
- whether it be learning a new language,
playing the cello, or golf - as an
appendage to your desire for a better
public image, which will ultimately
corrupt the experience.
One possibility of doing what is
virtually impossible to do well, as all the
parents here can attest, is to have children. As children grow older, they
become merciless in showing their
contempt for your ways and in pricking
your excessive self-confidence. My
teenage daughter says she wants to be a
lawyer when she grows up, which pleases
me. But recently she said - rather
pointedly, I thought- that she hopes to
be a lawyer who sues academics.
In any event, if you do these things, or
things like them, my hope is that you will
overcome the perils of being an expert.
You will be a happier person and a better
lawyer.

<Ill Dean's assistant Lillian
Fritzler and Dennis Shields,
Assistant Dean and
Director of Admissions

~ Class President
Jose Vela addresses
the graduates

<Ill Alice Owings and
Michael Wilder, aformer
U.S. Open Chess champion
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Faculty News

For four years she worked in U.S.
Attorney's office for the Southern
District of New York, as assistant to the

At their May 1992 meeting, the Regents
of the University of Michigan promoted
assistant professors Jeffrey S. Lehman
and Kent Syverud, both former editorsin-chief of the Michigan Law Review, to
the rank of full professors with tenure.

Professor Kent Syverud

'

Professor Jeffrey S. Lehman

Lehman earned both a J.D. and
Master of Public Policy degree at
Michigan after receiving a bachelor' s
degree in mathematics from Cornell
University. He clerked for Chief Judge
Frank Coffin of the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the First Circuit and for
Supreme Court Justice John Paul
Stevens. Lehman, who joined the
Michigan faculty in 1987, teaches and
publishes in the areas of taxation and
social welfare policy. He was also the
force behind establishment of the
Program in Legal Assistance for Urban
Communities, a program that involves
law students with Detroit communitybased economic development groups.
Syverud also joined the faculty in
1987. He clerked for Judge Louis
Oberdorfer (U.S. Dist. Ct., District of
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Columbia) and Supreme Court Justice
Sandra Day O'Connor. Syverud has twice
been awarded the L. Hart Wright
Outstanding Teacher Award by the law
school student body. His scholarship
includes studies of liability insurance and
of settlement negotiations, as well as
research on legal problems of advanced
automotive technologies.
Debra A. Livingston, an associate
with Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton &
Garrison in New York, has been hired as
an assistant professor. She is scheduled to
teach evidence in the fall. In the winter
term she will teach a seminar on ethical
issues in criminal law and a criminal
procedure course. Livingston received her
J.D. from Harvard Law School in 1984,
where she was articles editor of the Law
Review. She received her undergraduate
degree from Princeton University's
Woodrow Wilson School of Politics and
International Affairs.
After law school, Livingston was a legal
consultant to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees and clerked
for Judge J. Edward Lumbard of the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit.

Professor Debra A. Livingston

U.S. attorney in the public corruption unit
and then as deputy chief appellate
attorney.
Deborah C. Malamud has been also
hired as an assistant professor. An
associate at Bredhoff & Kaiser, Malamud
has specialized in representing labor
unions in labor and employment law. In
the fall she will teach a course in labor
law. She will teach classes on employment discrimination and race, class and
cultural diversity in the winter term.
Malamud graduated from the University
of Chicago Law School in 1986 where
she served as articles editor of the Law
Review. She graduated with a degree in
religion from Wesleyan University.
In 1988-89 Malamud was a clerk to
Supreme Court Justice Harry A.
Blackmun. The previous year she clerked
for Judge Louis H. Pollak (U.S. Dist. Ct.,
E.D.Pa.).

